Kids Fight Malaria

Step By Step Guide for Organizing Wash Away Malaria:  a car wash to save lives
Date:  to be determined by your group
Time:  to be determined by your group

Place/Address:  to be determined by your group

1. Organize a group of friends to help with the car wash.  Find a parent leader who will volunteer to oversee the event.

2. Decide on a location for the car wash.  Your school or church might be a good place to check.  Make sure there are outdoor faucets and water.

3. Read through all the materials on our website, including:

a. Letter inviting kids to help

b. Flyer to use when asking for donations

c. Coupon sheet to print and cut, then give to anyone who makes a donation

d. Powerpoint Presentation:  in case you want to make a classroom presentation, or show to a club/team/or organization

4. Summary of Car Wash:  

You, your friends, and a few adult volunteers will put together a group of people to get donations and then wash cars on.  You will ask everyone that is helping to go and get 5-10 donations prior to the car wash.  You will use your flyer for this (see “flyer”).  When you receive a donation, make sure it is a check written out to Medical Teams International.  This donation is tax deductible.  The person making the donation will come to the carwash on the day you select and bring the coupon (see Car Wash Coupons)  Simply fill in the needed information, print, cut and give to those who donate.  This is basically a free car wash for any donation.

5.  Most Important:  PRE-SELL.  Be sure to get as many donations as you can BEFORE the car wash.  This will insure success!

How-To-Organize the Car Wash:  
Find out how many faucets are available.  Borrow enough 30 ft hoses (measure the distance from the faucets to the washing station to make sure your hoses will reach the cars).  For each washing station: Have 2 buckets,  at least 2 car wash mitts,  a spray nozzle for each hose,  shammies or towels available to dry the cars after washed.  Be sure none of the car washing mitts are placed in the street. (Note: You do not want any gravel on the mitt as it can scratch the car paint.)  You will need one container of car washing liquid.  Divide your group into teams depending on how many stations you set up to wash cars.  Some will wash, some will rinse, and some will dry.  Try to have a parent volunteer at each car wash station.

Have your team arrive 30-45 minutes prior to the car wash to set up the hoses, prepare the soapy water in each bucket.

Have one adult wear a money belt to take in collections.  Make sure all checks are given to this adult.  Cash may be accepted only the day of the car wash.
A time frame of 2 or 3 hours is plenty for the car wash.  For example, you can choose 9-11am or 9-noon, or 1-4p, etc.  The time needs to be inserted into all printed materials.

How-To-Promote the Car Wash:

Make posters about the car wash and put them around your school, church or other meeting areas.  Take a few to the car wash and  have a few people hold the signs up out on the street.

Have your team ask for donations, explain how serious and deadly malaria is, and how little it takes to help make a difference.  Have each team member secure as many donations as possible before the car wash.
Make presentations at school, clubs/organizations, etc.  You can use the Powerpoint Presentation provided and the movie found on this site.

Have daily announcements read at your school.  Put the announcement in church bulletins or club publications.  Set up a table and hand out materials.
Send an email blast out to all your friends and family asking for support.

Materials to Prepare:

Coupons:  fill in the date, time, location and address on the coupon sheet.  Print and cut.  

Flyer:  fill in the time, date, location.  Print and distribute as needed

Letter to Students:  print and distribute as needed

Posters, as needed

Announcements, as needed

REMINDER:  A car wash is fairly easy to organize and set up.  The key to success is getting lots of people asking for donations and spreading the word about malaria.  We’ve had car washes earn over $1100.  Contact us at www. KidsFightMalaria.org.  We’re here to help you organize and answer questions.  You will make a difference!
